
Vocabulary Dozen

environment The surroundings or conditions in which living things 
operate.

climate The weather conditions in an area in general or over 
a longer period of time. 

state To describe a part or area of a country or another 
word for a country.

settlement A place where people live – often used to describe 
where the first people who arrived in the USA 
settled. 

physical  (feature)                                                                                                          A natural part of the environment e.g rivers, forests, 
mountains. 

human
(feature) 

A feature that is manmade e.g buildings, roads, 
cities.

landscape All the visible features of any area of land, often 
used to describe the appearance of the land e.g
desert. 

continent An area of land on earth which is made up of 
countries. The world is divided up into seven 
continents. 

mountain range A chain of mountains that are close together e.g The 
Rocky Mountains. 

landmark A building or monument of historical importance e.g
The Statue of Liberty. 

rural Areas of a country that are not towns or cities, like 
the countryside or places of farming. 

urban An area like a town or city which is built up and has 
lots of people living there. 

Y3 Knowledge Organiser
Stars and Stripes! 

(A journey across the USA)

Key Places/People
North America
USA 
The 50 states of the USA, major US cities 
Atlantic, Pacific Ocean, Gulf of Mexico
Native Americans, European Settlers, Pioneers

Key learning skills In context of our topic

To know and understand vocabulary. Vocabulary in relation to the USA 

To develop the appropriate use of 
geographical terms

Using geographical terms to describe
the landscapes, features places, 
localities etc in the USA 

To locate the world’s countries on a map 
concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human 
characteristics and major cities 

To locate different environmental 
regions, identify physical and 
human features and major cities in 
the USA To use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 

To understand geographical 
similarities/differences through the 
study of human/physical geography in 
UK and other country 

Study of a UK region – Cheltenham 
compared to USA town of Cheltenham 
in Pennsylvania 

To identify historically significant people 
and events 

The first European settlers who arrived 
in America, and the Pioneers who 
travelled to the West along the Oregon 
Trail


